
Town of West Bridgewater 

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

Town Hall Conference Room, 1st Floor, 65 North Main Street 

Minutes for July 13, 2017 

Meeting started at 7:05 PM - Nine people attended.  They were as follows: Mary Wynne-Yee (MW-Y), Chairperson; Adam Anderson 

(AA), Vice Chairperson; John DeLano (JD), Secretary; Howard Hayward (HH), member; Jack Ames (JA), member; Janice O'Brien (JO), member 

and Donna Connerty (DC), member.  In addition Rue and Jon Kream were present as guests.  Note: OS&RC means Open Space & Recreation 

Committee, OS&RP means Open Space and Recreation Plan, CPA means Community Preservation Act, CPC means Community Preservation 

Committee, BCA means Bay Circuit Alliance, BCT means Bay Circuit Trail, WBCC means West Bridgewater Conservation Commission, APR 

means Agricultural Preservation Restriction, DCPR means Department of Conservation, Preservation and Recreation, BSU means Bridgewater State 

University and BOS means Board of Selectmen.   

 

1. MW-Y opened the meeting at 7:05 P.M. 

2. Meeting Minutes for the 05-04-17 were distributed.  Motion was made by JO to approve the minutes.  Seconded by JD and so voted.  Meeting 

Minutes for 06-01-2017 were distributed.  Motion was made by JA to approve the minutes.  Seconded by JO and so voted.   

3. MW-Y reported on the River Walk 2017 event held on June 4th.  She mentioned the positive response from the participants, great weather 

conditions, well attended and that many cash donations were made towards the  OS&RC's gift account.  Mary noted that a possible simplification of 

the event would be easier for the organizing committee of the event.  JD commented that rather than simply removing items from the event, perhaps 

it could be simplified by shifting the burden on the participating groups to do their own planning.  The idea is to invite them to participate in our 

River Walk event and they do the managing of the logistics.  If invited early on in the year, they can make plans for it at their own schedule.  

Therefore, the committee's work is just publicizing it and coordinating it.  JD commended MW-Y for the hard work she and the River Walk 

committee did.  A consensus of the members attending agreed that the event will be held next year on June 3, 2018 with a rain date of June 10th.    

4. JD reported that the expenses for the River Walk event were $1158.86 which have been paid out of the committee's operating budget and some of 

it paid out of the Gift account.  Cash donation receipts were $1006.00.  There were discounted donations from vendors totaling $468.50.  In addition, 

conservatively speaking at a rate of $10/hr for 6.5 hrs by 10 volunteer workers, there was $650.00 of donated volunteer time given to the event.  

Lastly, a police detail of two bicycle officers for the event donated by the West Bridgewater Police Dept. is valued at $585.00.  The total of these in 

kind donations was $1703.50.  Therefore the theoretical cost of the event was $2862.36 which when used towards the requirements of the West 

Bridgewater Mass Cultural Council (MCC) grant yields us $1200.00 in grant money.  When the grant money is received it will be put into the gift 

account for our projects this Fiscal Year 18.  

5. JD noted that the OS&RC Banner that was ordered through the Happy Frog was used for the first time during the River Walk event.  JD asked for 

the banner to be returned to the conservation commission's office for storage until the next event.  MW-Y will look into the whereabouts of it.   

6. JD reported on the demolition progress of the mobile home at Pratt's Landing.  He explained that it has been waiting on the gas company to 

remove their gas service line to the mobile home.   

7. Next meeting was scheduled for 08-03-2017.  

8. JD reported on the Zoning Board of Appeals petition of Julie Amaral and her fiancée Eric Diedrichsen to run an on-line kayak business at their 

home at 45 River Street.  They want people to be able to rent their kayaks.  All business would be transacted on-line.  The people would stop by 

Julie's residence and pick up their reserved kayak.  From there, they would take the rented kayak to the nearby town park.  Via an email, Julie was 

asking the committee to support their petition by sending in a support letter to the ZBA.  After a brief discussion of support, a motion was made by 

HH to send a letter of support to the ZBA.  Seconded by AA and so voted. 

9. JD asked the committee if it wanted to recommend to the conservation commission by a letter of support for the WB Water Department (WB WD) 

to remove the remaining portion of the stone wall that fronts the Pratt's Landing parcel.  The WB WD had asked to use the stones on various other 

projects around the town.  The consensus of the committee was to not support this idea and to leave the wall as is. 

10. A discussion about the River Street boardwalk concept was had by the committee.  The plan was to have a boardwalk from the Town Park to the 

South Street bridge.  It was in response to JD's mentioning that at the request of Selectman Jerry Lawrence, he is setting up a meeting with a few of 

the department heads that would have some direct input into such a project.  JD noted that Chris Iannitelli-Parks, Shawn Anderson-Highway, Hugh 

Hurley-Planning, Art Cabral-a local civil engineer and Eric Diedrichsen-a planner would be contacted to attend.  The committee discussed the topic 

and felt that the project as presented in a conceptual format by Eric Diedrichsen was too massive, environmentally disruptive and might be too costly.  

JD noted that the environmental permitting for the project as presented by the conceptual format might not be approved by the DEP, Army Corps of 

Engineers and MEPA.  An idea was suggested that the road lane adjacent to the river be closed to traffic, thereby making River Street one way 

outbound from the center.  It was noted that this idea might serve a multitude of purposes.  First, it would provide a safe walking area along the river 

for people to enjoy the scenic beauty of the Town River.  Second, it would make environmental permitting easier for the construction of some 

viewing platforms to be located along the section of the river as scenic overlooks and fishing spots rather than wiping out all the trees and vegetation 

along the river bank for a boardwalk.    Third, it would cut down on the heavy volume of West to East by-pass traffic used by motorist passing 

through WB who want to avoid the delays along West Center Street (Rt 106).  Finally, the cost of this alternative would be much more realistic for 

the town to spend.  The consensus of the committee was to support the alternative idea as presented above rather than the full boardwalk idea. 

9. Next agenda topics were established as Park Day participation and Open Space planning. 

10. Seeing no further business a motion was made by HH and seconded by JO to adjourn at 8:29 PM.  So voted.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

John W. DeLano  

John W. DeLano, Secretary 
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